
 

 
 

Post Office Box 1500 • Ignacio, CO 81137-1500 • (970) 563-5571  • Fax: (970) 563-5551 • e-mail: mmatheson@sudoe.us 

 

S O U T H E R N  U T E  I N D I A N  T R I B E  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N E R G Y   

 
 
 
 

August 3, 2021 
 
Subject:  Notice to Operators – Recent Spills 
 
Good morning, 
 
DOE has received several spill reports over the last week where secondary containment berms have been 
compromised by stormwater events. I wanted to reach out and say thank you for reporting these releases 
and we encourage all operators to report spills where the circumstances are similar.  
 
It may be prudent to look closely at facilities that are downgradient of areas that have the potential to shed 
significant amounts of run off from stormwater events. These features include but are not limited to 
irrigation ditches, drainages that intersect facilities, large cut slopes with sparse vegetation and facilities 
directly adjacent to roads that can shed extreme amounts of precipitation. 
 
Please identify these sites and be sure to inspect stormwater controls to ensure precipitation can be diverted 
around the facility and that all BMP’s such as secondary containment berms and access road culverts are 
in good working condition.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely;  

 

 

Michael Matheson, P.G.  

Energy Manager  

Southern Ute Department of Energy 
 


