


Topics of Discussion

1. Background – Past processes, and the need to properly 
document the abandonment of pipelines going forward

2. Review – Forms and processes
3. Review deliverables – What is given to the operators by DOE 

and what is expected as a deliverable from the operator 
upon completing the abandonment work
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Background
1. Past pipeline abandonment process was considered 

maintenance activity and was not standardized. DOE was 
receiving very little abandonment information

2. Issues related to past process:
o Environmental impacts from improperly abandoned lines
o Orphaned lines that were improperly abandoned or exposed. Difficult 

to track down gatherer/operator because of operator change
o Safety concerns to the Tribal Membership and public that utilizes the 

land (homesites, agriculture, grazing, recreation)
o Release of company responsibility
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New Process
1. The new process is a BIA/DOE driven process
2. Integral part of the decommissioning of the field from a safety and 

environmental standpoint
3. Accountability for decommissioning work is paramount for responsible future 

energy development
4. Allows for confidence regarding future land development and conservation of 

tribal land (grazing, farming, recreation, residential development)
5. Off Lease Pipelines - Process allows for the documentation of proper 

abandonment and surface compliance in order to release the contract by the 
Tribe/BIA

6. On Lease Pipelines - Process allows for the decommissioning of on lease 
pipelines that will be needed for DOE to recommend termination of the lease to 
the BIA

7. Be able to answer Tribal member questions when asked
8. Inventorying historical pipeline decommissioning work  
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Section 2
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Section 3
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Section 4
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Section 5

Page 12



Section 6
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Topics of Discussion

NOI Deliverables:
- What the operator will receive from DOE with an approved NOI Form: 

DOE ROW/Project Area Surface Inspection

- What the operator will submit to DOE upon completing the pipeline 
abandonment work: 

Pipeline Abandonment Checklist Binder
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DOE Project Area/ROW Surface Inspection
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DOE Project Area/ROW Surface Inspection
DOE’s ROW Surface Inspection:
- Identifies any surface issues needed to be addressed in order for DOE to make the recommendation to 

terminate the ROW.
- Focuses on surface issues (erosion, vegetation cover, noxious weeds, exposed pipe, etc.).
- Conducted upon DOE receiving the NOI from operator. 
- Final inspection report submitted to operator with approved NOI.
- Two different inspection report formats (both have the same inspection items).

1. ROW based format: single stand-alone ROW being abandoned.
- Deficient inspection items & site-specific map for each item.

2. Project based format: multiple interconnected ROW’s being abandoned at one time.
- Compiles all deficient items identified in the project area/across multiple ROW’s into 
one report.
- Avoids operator from receiving multiple inspection reports with redundant 
inspection items for one abandonment project.
- Shows what deficient items are associated with what ROW/NOI – info. will be needed for final 
closure documentation (checklist binder). 
- Includes detailed map book showing the location of deficiencies.
- Goal: make it easier for the operator to understand the scope of work and to 
document the abandonment work as it is completed.
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DOE Project Area/ROW Surface Inspection
**See Inspection Report Examples available on DOE’s website.**

https://www.suitdoe.com/exploration-production/
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https://www.suitdoe.com/exploration-production/


Inspection, NOI Form Approval, Work Conducted, & Work Documented
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Pipeline Abandonment Checklist

• Goal: to adequately document the proper abandonment of the pipeline so DOE 
can make the recommendation to terminate the ROW contract.

• A checklist that outlines the information/documentation the operator will 
need to provide to DOE upon completing the abandonment work. 

• One checklist binder is to be submitted per approved NOI.

• Needs to include any documentation of completed work as requested in DOE’s 
surface inspection.

• The checklist binder needs to have sufficient detail (i.e., if information cannot 
be provided for an inspection/checklist item, DOE needs to know the “why”). 
** the more detail the better**
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**No updated map needed if the 
original NOI map is accurate.**
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Pipeline Abandonment Checklist – Options for Submitting to DOE
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• File sizes permitted by email: abandonpipe@sudoe.us. 

• File sizes too large for email: DOE’s Microsoft Share Point Site.

mailto:abandonpipe@sudoe.us


Pipeline Abandonment Checklist
**See Pipeline Abandonment Checklist Binder example available on DOE’s website.**

Exploration & Production – Southern Ute Department of Energy (suitdoe.com)
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https://www.suitdoe.com/exploration-production/


Checklist Binder Processed, ROW Considered for Termination
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Questions?

Thank You!
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